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Anew year and a new calendar of outdoor sea-
sons is on the wall. We saw a growth in the
popularity of parks, cabins, and fishing last

summer, so I have two words of advice for 2010: Plan
ahead! By taking some time now to make plans, you
can make the most of your time outdoors this spring
and summer.

Think about making reservations at one of
KDWP’s 70 cabins. The cabins are located at state
parks, wildlife areas and state fishing lakes across the
state. They’re popular and demand is growing every
year. In fact, many were full every weekend last
summer. By going to the KDWP’s website or
reserve.ksoutdoors.com, you can get find out which
areas have cabins, what those cabins provide in the
way of amenities, and when they are available.
Reserve now.

Take note of application periods for permits and
special hunts. The first application period is the
spring turkey for residents in Unit 4 (southwest
Kansas is the only turkey unit where permits are lim-
ited). The deadline is February 19. You can apply
online from the KDWP website.

It’s a good idea to get all your licenses and annual
park permits early. That way, you won’t be caught
without when a spur-of-the-moment opportunity
arises. Fishing and hunting licenses can be purchased
online or at any KDWP office or license vendor. Best
of all, buying early you can save money.

Buying state park permits during the off-season,
October-March, has saved park goers money now for
several years. But this year, a new turkey permit
package will be available that will save you money.
KDWP is offering a turkey permit/turkey game tag
combination package. If you buy the package by
March 31, you’ll save $5 over the regular price for the
two permits. For a resident, a sprint turkey permit is
$20, and the second turkey game tag is $10.

However, if you buy the two-permit package before
April 1, the cost is only $25. 

Here’s the start of a new outdoor “To-do” list:
•Purchase 2010 hunting/fishing license combo 

Jan. 1
•Reserve cabins for summer weekends (now)
•Purchase turkey permit/game tag combo 

before March 31
•Purchase state park annual vehicle permit 

before March 31
•Apply for nonresident deer permit, April 1

(new application deadline - April 30)
•Pick up or download 2010 FISH Atlas, April 1
• Pick up 2010 Spring Turkey WIHA Atlas April 1
•Take a youngster turkey hunting April 1-1
• Catch a mess of white bass during the spring 

spawning run
There’s more, but you get the picture. Plan now

and enjoy all the Kansas outdoors has to offer.
KDWP staff strive to make getting permits and infor-
mation as convenient and easy as possible.

I know it’s the dead of winter as you read this, and
not everyone is thinking about spending time out-
doors – unless you ice fish, which can lots of fun.
And the pheasant and quail seasons are open
through end of January. There’s a late segment for
ducks in the High Plains and Late duck zones. The
goose seasons will run through February 14, and you
can hunt light geese through the end of April. Then
there’s turkey season – the youth and archery season
opens April 1, and the regular season opens April 14.
And the fish will already be biting by then. So, it’s
not too early to think about licenses and permits for
2010. It’s never been easier to buy them with vendors
across the state and twenty-four-seven access via the
internet. Get busy now so you’ll be busy having fun
this spring.

by Mike Hayden

Plan Ahead For 2010 Outdoor Fun
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Front Cover: A coyote sur-
veys its hunting ground on a
cold winter morning at
Quivira National Wildlife
Refuge in Stafford County.
Mike Blair took the photo.
Back Cover: Gary
Westhoff’s 10-year-old
black Lab, Shadow, is a
picture of intensity as he
scans the sky for ducks in
northern Pratt County.
Mike Miller photo
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Welcome to the 2010 photo issue. This is our 15th photo

issue and each has been unique. This issue will provide some

different perspective by including images from a variety of pho-

tographers, in addition to those taken by KDWP staff. I know

you’ll appreciate the images of Jim Glynn of Great Bend, Jon

Blumb of Lawrence, and Bob Gress of Wichita — three very

talented gentlemen. Enjoy a glimpse of Kansas you won’t ordi-

narily get in one package.
Mike Miller

Editor



Jon Blumb photo, Ness County

Last hunt of the day
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Hunt
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Mike Miller photo, Edwards County

Jon Blumb photo, Chase County

Double on Easterns

Big CRP
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Marc Murrell photo, Sedgwick County

Cold duck 
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Jon Blumb photo, Leavenworth County

Marc Murrell photo, Reno County

Brandon Murrell’s big Rio

Close race
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Cindy Owca photo, Barton County

Michael Owca’s first rooster
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Mike Miller photo, Cheyenne Bottoms WA

Duck soup
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Jon Blumb photo, Milford Wetlands

Jim Reid and Rebel
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Fish

Mike Blair photo, Pratt County

Catfish time
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Mike Blair photo, Linn County

One more cast
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Mike Blair photo, Barber County

The Mepps still works
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Mike Blair photo, Tuttle Creek State Park

Patience
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Jon Blumb photo, Douglas County

Hurry up and tie a knot
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Marc Murrell photo, Marion Reservoir

Cody MUrrell’s big cat
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Marc Murrell photo, Marion Reservoir

Mike Blair photo, El Dorado Reservoir
Coolin’ it

Teamwork
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Feathers

Jim Glynn photo, Pratt County

Goose party
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Bob Gress photo, Quivira NWR

Wilson’s phalaropes
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Bob Gress photo, Quivira NWR

Greater yellowlegs
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Bob Gress photo, Quivira NWR

Black rail
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Jon Blumb photo, Cowley County

Eastern turkey
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Jim Glynn, Quivira NWR

Ringneck and bobwhite
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Jim Glynn, Quivira NWR

Mourning dove



Fur

Mike Blair, Barber County

Good spot for deer
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Jon Blumb photo, Rush County

Mule deer
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Mike Blair photo, Logan County

Mike Blair photo, Quivira NWR

The King

Pronghorn
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Mike Blair photo, Barber County

Bobcat
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Jim Glynn photo, Quivira NWR

Beaver
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Jim Glynn photo, Quivira NWR
Mink
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Mike Blair photo, Pratt County

Jackrabbit



Rocks

Mike Blair photo, Gove County

Castle Rock
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Mike Blair photo, sandstone

Sand art
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Mike Blair photo, Cheyenne County

Arikaree Breaks
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Mike Blair photo, Gove County

Camel Rock
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Mike Blair photo, Big Basin Prairie Preserve

Big sky





Fun

Mike Blair photo, Wilson State Park

Rain Comin’
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Mike Blair photo, Barber County

Big air
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Mike Blair photo, Cheney State Park

Bigger air
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Perry McCabe and his wife, Shari, of Hutchinson were watching football on an October Sunday after-
noon, when they noticed activity in their backyard. Perry wrote:

“We looked on our back patio and there were two young bobcats playing just like kittens. One came
up to the door and just peered in. I was able to get up and get my camera without scaring them off
entirely and got the attached shots. There were actually three young bobcats and their mother. She
stayed out in the woods at the back of the yard, but the young ones played on the patio and in the
yard. They were out there several minutes before they finally left into the woods and pasture at the
back of our property.”

Kitty?



Kansas is not blessed with many natural lakes.
There are a handful of oxbow lakes and maybe
one or two bodies of water that could be legiti-

mately called natural lakes. We have plenty of man-
made ponds and reservoirs, and Kansans love to fish
and boat. However, I wonder if the fact that our
waters are artificial influences how we take care of
them. 

Minnesota brags about the number of natural lakes
they have. They’re proud of them and rightly so.
Minnesota lakes are famous for good water quality
and good fishing. Driving through Minnesota, you’ll
notice that just about every second or third vehicle
you meet is towing a fishing boat. They appreciate
their water recreation.

What has made me question how Kansans value
our waters is the way we sometimes treat them. There
is a small county-owned lake near the KDWP office I
work from. It’s a lake built for maximum access, and
it gets it. On a nice spring or summer evening, the
lake piers will be lined with vehicles. People drive
miles to fish and picnic on the lake’s shore. And over
the July 4 weekend, the lake is packed. However,
when I’ve visited the lake shortly after the Fourth,
I’ve been disgusted. The amount trash and burned
fireworks debris left along the shore and in the water
is disturbing.

I’ve noticed the same thing around small fishing
lakes. Bait containers, hook and lure packaging, cups
and fast food sacks aren’t hard to find. Why would
people leave this trash in an area they obviously
enjoy. It’s doesn’t make sense. I wondered if the lack
of appreciation came from the fact that our lakes are
often so obviously man-made.

It crossed my mind again when zebra mussels
were found in Milford Reservoir. The undesirable
aquatic nuisance species was found in Wilson
Reservoir just weeks before, and both reservoirs are
very popular fishing, camping and boating spots.

And while both are obviously man-made, they are
beautiful – clear water and natural shorelines. Visit
any summer weekend, and you’ll see that Kansans
love these lakes. But I wondered if they really love
them, why wouldn’t they be more vigilant about the
spread of zebra mussels?

Whether or not my theory about man-made versus
natural has anything to do with the way we care for
our water, I think we could all benefit from a simple
belief in karma. I latched onto the idea of outdoor
karma on a Colorado trout fishing trip. Walking the
bank of a small wildlife area lake, I came upon a
nasty wad of discarded monofilament fishing line. It’s
an eyesore but it also can be deadly to wildlife, espe-
cially birds that may become tangled. I laid my
fishing pole down and began winding up the line.
There were yards of it tangled in the rocks and brush,
and it took some time, but I finally had it contained
enough that I could stuff it in my pocket to dispose of
later. I picked up my rod and walked a couple of
steps before casting again and promptly caught a
two-pound rainbow. Karma! I never pass up the
opportunity to pick up discarded fishing line or other
trash, and it always seems to help my angling suc-
cess. Coincidence? It doesn’t matter. I feel better, the
lakeshore is cleaner and I catch fish. Win-win in my
book.

So why not experiment with your own karma as it
relates to outdoor recreation? Do something to ben-
efit the natural world around you – pick up someone
else’s trash, follow the simple steps that ensure you
don’t spread zebra mussels or any other invasive
species (CLEAN, DRAIN, AND DRY), turn in a
poacher, enhance wildlife habitat, feed the birds –
just be a good steward. You’ll be rewarded. I guar-
antee it. If we all pitch in, not only will we enjoy our
wild resources more, but they’ll be in much better
shape. 
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Backlash

by Mike Miller

Outdoor Karma
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